
 
A newsletter to help you grow as a steward. 

  
The purpose of this newsletter is to share 

God’s Word so that our members will better 

understand who we are to be and what we are to 

do in the light of the Scriptures.  It is our hope that 

this monthly publication will help you grow in 

your relationship with the Lord and as a Christian 

steward. 

 
Stewardship is a Matter of the Heart 
God gives us the privilege and opportunity to 

be His stewards.  Even though God gives us 

all things, He still allows us the freedom to 

choose whom or what we will serve.  Whether 

we are stewards for the Lord, for ourselves, or 

for some other master depends on what 

controls our hearts.  What or whom we love, 

serve, and follow is dictated by what our 

hearts value as most important.  The choices 

we make reflect what is in our hearts.  Satan 

is doing everything possible to take the love, 

compassion, and peace from our hearts that 

only Jesus offers.   

 

In Matthew 6:21 Jesus said, “Where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  

We can paraphrase this by saying, “Show me 

your treasure and I will show you your heart.”  

What we treasure the most receives our time, 

energy, money, and heart.  Each of us 

determines where his treasures lie.  What do 

you love and treasure the most?  

Unfortunately, some of us may find treasures 

in our homes, careers, cars, hobbies, or 

investments.  God continually invites us to 

make Him our treasure.  If our hearts are 

right, our treasures will be right. 

 

Jesus spoke about the relationship between 

the condition of a tree and the fruit that it 

bears.  “Make a tree good and the fruit will be 

good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be 

bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit”  

(Matthew 12:33).  In the same way that the 

condition of the tree determines its fruit, so 

will the thoughts of our hearts dictate our 

words and actions (Matthew 12:34-35).  

When our hearts are filled with God’s 

presence, we reflect God’s love, goodness, 

and kindness.  When our hearts are right with 

God, our eyes are opened to the opportunities 

to serve and help others.  When God controls 

our hearts, we willingly use our time, talents, 

and money in ways that glorify Him.  Good 

hearts produce good fruit.  Through time 

spent in God’s Word and through 

participation in the Sacraments, God changes 

our hearts, making us into faithful disciples 

and stewards for Christ.  As Solomon wrote, 

“Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the 

wellspring of life” (Proverbs 4:23). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Say It! 
Many of us admire the strong, silent type of 

person for whom Vermont has become 

famous.  But I think it was rather too long a 

silence which the Vermont farmer broke, 

when he said to his wife as he sat whittling on 

the porch, “Do you know, Sarah, you have 

meant so much to me that sometimes it’s 

almost more than I can stand not to tell you 



about it.”  Most of us go too long without 

telling those nearest to us how much they 

mean to us.  Silence is golden, but it can 

become leaden.  So is it in our relations with 

God.  We become more responsive to God’s 

goodness by expressing our response. 

(Ralph W. Sockman) 

 

Loving All People 

Jesus said, “My command is this: Love each 

other as I have loved you” (John 15:12).  

Jesus showed His tremendous love for us by 

going to the cross to suffer and die for us so 

that we can be reconciled with our heavenly 

Father.  Christ’s love is in us, and He asks us 

to reflect His love to others.  As Christ loved 

all people, we are called to love all people 

whether or not they like us. 

Former President Abraham Lincoln 

exemplified the ability to reach out in love to 

an enemy.  His staff often criticized him for 

his positive treatment of his sworn enemies.  

One of the president’s enemies once stated in 

print that he thought Lincoln was an obvious 

incompetent in the White House.  The nature 

of the critic’s attack on Lincoln even 

degenerated to the level that Lincoln’s 

physical features were compared to those of a 

gorilla.  Later, when war broke out between 

the States, Lincoln asked that critic to serve as 

his secretary of war. 

Lincoln’s advisers were appalled with the 

president’s actions.  When they asked him 

why he would choose his critic for such an 

important post, he responded that he thought 

Stanton was the best man for the job.  When 

they advised him that he should seek to 

destroy his enemies rather than treat them like 

friends, he reminded them he was destroying 

his enemies when he made them his friends.  

When Lincoln died some years later, Stanton 

was standing by the president’s bedside.  As 

he watched Lincoln breathe his last breath, he 

uttered the words, “There dies the greatest 

ruler of mankind the world has ever seen.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We show our spiritual maturity by how we 

respond to those who have treated us 

wrongfully.  It is easy to show kindness to 

friends or people who treat us with kindness.  

God’s love is most evident when we show our 

love to those who dislike us or mistreat us.  It 

is by God’s grace that we are enabled to show 

Christian kindness to all people. 

 

Poor Jesus 
A woman tried to teach her daughter the 

meaning of proportionate giving.  She took 

ten pennies from her daughter’s bank and laid 

them in a row.  The mother said, “These are 

your ten pennies.”  She then put one penny 

aside and said, “This is for Jesus.” 
 

The young girl looked at the nine pennies, 

then at the one.  She looked up at her mother, 

and glancing at the one lonely penny, said, 

“Poor Jesus.” 

 

 

 

 

Blessing on Your Stewardship Journey! 



 


