
 

   St. Luke Lutheran Church 
     6th Sunday of Easter – May 9, 2021 

       9:00 a.m.  & 10:45 a.m. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
GOSPEL: John 15:9-17 

On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in the days ahead. 

Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love one another. 
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Welcome to 

St. Luke Lutheran Church 
20 Candlewood Path                                      

 Dix Hills, NY 11746-5398 
      Church: 631-499-8656 – Fax: 631-462-6496 

Preschool: 631-462-5216 
 Our Website: www.stlukedixhills.org 

Satellite for the Lutheran Counseling Center: 516-741-0994 

Welcome!  
In the name of Jesus Christ, we welcome both members and guests to His church. We are 
present this day to worship Him. In this service we thank and honor our Lord for His many 
blessings and seek His guidance and comfort for each day of life. 
 

❖ Be reverent and thoughtful in this Holy place. 
❖ Before the service, speak with God. 
❖ During the service, let God speak to you. 
❖ After the service, speak to one another. 

 
As We Gather: We begin our worship today praising the lamb of God who has taken away the 
sins of the world. For this saving work, Christ is truly worthy of praise, adoration, thanks and 
honor. He is truly worthy of our worship because of who He is and what He has done for us. Now 
we shall hear again the great story of salvation that was won for us by the Lamb of God. Rejoice! 
For the lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia! 
 
Holy Communion is celebrated at each Worship Service. 
The Lord’s Supper is a gift from our Savior in which He offers us Himself and His forgiveness. 
Those who partake witness of their love for Him and their faith and fellowship for each other. If 
you have confessed your sins and if you have been properly instructed regarding the Lord’s 
Supper, and believe in the presence of Christ in the form of bread and wine, which are the body 
and blood of Christ, please join us for the celebration of Holy Communion. 

 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday Night Contemporary 

9:00 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 

Sundays- Traditional worship Traditional worship 

 with Sunday School 

 

Mission Statement 
To know Christ and make him known by Serving, Teaching, and Loving. 

 
Christ is Risen! He is Risen, Indeed! 
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PRELUDE  

Suite "Laudate Dominum" - Peter Hurford 
 

PASTORAL GREETING 
 

INTROIT - Adult Handbell Choir (10:45) 
“Down by the Riverside” - arr. Tammy Waldrop 

 
PASTOR CALL PRAYER 

O Gracious Father, You led Your holy apostles to ordain ministers for the proclamation of 
Your Word and the faithful administration of the Sacraments of Christ. Grant to this 
congregation the guidance of the Holy Spirit to choose a suitable senior pastor according 
to Your will for the blessing of Your Church in this place; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins  

Pastor:  In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

People:  Amen. 
 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination 

 

Pastor:  Most Merciful God, 
People: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
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Pastor: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 

sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

 
OPENING HYMN (9:00AM) 

“All People that on Earth Do Dwell” -  LBW 245 V. 1 &2  (9:00) 

1 All people that on earth do dwell, 
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 
Him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell; 
Come ye before him and rejoice. 

2 Know that the Lord is God indeed; 
Without our aid he did us make. 
We are his folk, he doth us feed, 
And for his sheep he doth us take. 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL SONGS (10:45) 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (10:45) 

Deacon Tom Lamendola  
 
 

GREETING 
Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People: And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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“This is the Feast”  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Deacon: The Lord be with you. 
People: and also with you. 
 
Deacon: Let us pray. 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond 
understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you 
above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can 
desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-48 

34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 
35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
36 As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus 
Christ (he is Lord of all), 37 you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, 
beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38 how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 And we are 
witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem.  
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They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day 
and made him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God 
as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 And he 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by 
God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43 To him all the prophets bear witness that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 
45 And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were 
amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46 For 
they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 
47 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days. 

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-8 

5 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone 
who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 2 By this we know that we 
love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3 For this is 
the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not 
burdensome. 4 For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this 
is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the 
world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

6 This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by 
the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the 
truth. 7 For there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these 
three agree.  

Reader: This is the word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia. Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them,  
and we will come to them and make our home with them. Alleluia. (John 14:23) 
 

THE GOSPEL 
Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord 
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GOSPEL: John 15:9-17 

9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's 
commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 Greater 
love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my 
friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants,[a] for the 
servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that 
I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I 
chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should 
abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17 These 
things I command you, so that you will love one another. 

Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” - LBW 439 

 
What a friend we have in Jesus, All our sins and grief’s to bear! 
What a privilege to carry Everything to God in prayer 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit, Oh, what needless pain we bear. 
All because we do not carry Everything to God in prayer. 
 
Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged, Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful Who sill all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness, Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 
Are we weak and heavy laden? Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge, Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do your friends despise forsake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
In his arms he’ll take and shield you, You will find a solace there. 
 

SERMON 
Pastor Tom Cusanelli 

 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A9-17&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26703a
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NICENE CREED  

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
the maker of heaven and earth, Of all that is seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made.   
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;  
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
And his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son  
He is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
Amen.   

THE PRAYERS 
Each petition ends with “Lord in Your mercy” 

The response is “Hear our prayer” 
 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER HYMN 
 “Shine Jesus Shine” – WOV 651 

 
 
Refrain:   
Shine Jesus shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory 
Blaze Spirit blaze, set our hearts on fire,  
Flow river flow, flood the nations with love and mercy 
Send forth your Word, Lord and let there be light. 
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Lord, the light of your love is shining 
In the midst of the darkness shining 
Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us 
Set us free by the truth you now bring us 
Shine on me, Shine on me…Refrain 
 
Lord I come to Your awesome presence 
From the shadows into Your radiance 
By the blood I may enter Your brightness 
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness 
Shine on me, Shine on me…Refrain 
 
As we gaze on your kingly brightness  
So our faces display your likeness 
Ever changing from glory to glory 
Mirrored here, may our lives tell your story 
Shine on me, Shine on me…Refrain 
 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People: and also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places  
  offer thanks...  We praise your name and join the unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS  

 
 
Pastor:  Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,  
  that all those who believe in him  
  should not perish, but have eternal life.  

 
We give thanks to you  

  for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,  

  that we may receive our Lord with a living faith  
  as he comes to us in his holy supper. 
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
 

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,    
forever and ever. Amen.  

 
BLESSING  
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION AS WE EXIT THE SANCTUARY 

 
COMMUNION MUSIC 

 
“Holy Spirit, Truth Divine” - LBW 257 

1 Holy Spirit, truth divine, Dawn upon this soul of mine; 
Word of God and inward light, Wake my spirit, clear my sight. 

2 Holy Spirit, love divine, Glow within this heart of mine; 
Kindle ev'ry high desire; Purge me with your holy fire. 

3 Holy Spirit, pow'r divine, Fortify this will of mine; 
By your will I strongly live, Bravely bear, and nobly strive. 

4 Holy Spirit, peace divine, Still this restless heart of mine; 
Speak to calm this tossing sea, Stayed in your tranquility. 

5 Holy Spirit, right divine, King within my conscience reign; 
Be my guide,and I shall be Firmly bound, forever free. 

“Blest Be the Tie that Binds” - LBW 370 
 
Blest be the tie that binds  our hearts in Christian love;  
the unity of heart and mind is like to that above.  
 
Before our Father's throne we pour our ardent prayers;  
our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares.  
 
We share each other's woes, our mutual burdens bear;  
and often for each other flows the sympathizing tear.  
 
From sorrow, toil, and pain And sin we shall be free;  
And perfect love and friendship reign Through all eternity 

 
POSTLUDE 

Kremser -We Praise You O God arr. Craig Phillips 
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Happy Mother’s Day! 
You are Loved! 
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St. Luke Lutheran Church 
20 Candlewood Path Dix Hills, NY 11746 
Church: 631-499-8656 – Fax: 631-462-6496 

Preschool: 631-462-5216 
Our Website: www.stlukedixhills.org 

 
Satellite for The Lutheran Counseling Center: 516-741-0994 

  
The Rev. Thomas W. Cusanelli – Associate Pastor  

Phone: (631) 860-1356 
PastorTom@stlukedixhills.org 

 
The Rev. Charles W. Froehlich – Pastor Emeritus 

Email: Revfroe2@gmail.com 
 

Jackie Flynn – Director of Youth & Family Ministry 
Email: Jackie@stlukedixhills.org  

Dr. Janet Pinto – Director of Music 

Email: janetsuepinto@gmail.com   

Paul H. Walker – Senior Choir Director 
Email: PHwalker@optonline.net  

 
Laura Werner - Administrative Assistant 

Email: laura@stlukedixhills.org 

Deacons 

Deacon Greg Laub - Email: laugr01@gmail.com 
 

Deacon Paul Elgert - Email: pelgert@optonline.net 
 

Deacon Ilene Franzmann – Email: if.af.ny@gmail.com 
 

Deacon Tom Lamendola – Email: Tom.lamendola@ricoh-usa.com 
 

Preschool 
 

Beth Krass – Director of Weekday Preschool 
Email: director@stlukedixhills.org 

 

Teresa Lupo – Administrative Assistant 
Email: Teresa@stlukedixhills.org 
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