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The purpose of this newsletter is to 

share God’s Word so that our members will 

better understand who we are to be and what we 

are to do in the light of the Scriptures.  It is our 

hope that this monthly publication will help you 

grow in your relationship with the Lord and as a 

Christian steward. 

 

Firstfruits Giving 
 This is a story about Zagni, an 

elderly lady, who lives in another country.  

Zagni loves to help others in need and to 

earn money for her Lord.  On one occasion, 

Zagni injured her foot, and it was nine 

months before she could walk or work.  

Eager to make up for lost time, she told the 

missionary she would make and sell bean 

cakes.  Instead of giving the Lord just a 

tenth, she would give a third of the first 

three shillings she earned.  Not long after 

she told the missionary her plan, Zagni 

returned and gave to him a shilling.  “You 

surely haven’t earned three shillings 

already,” the missionary said.  “Of course 

not,” she replied with a bit of shock.  “Do 

you think I would give my Lord the last of 

the three?” she asked.  “This is the first; the 

other two will be for me.” 

 

Becoming More Christ-like 
As we become more Christ-like, we become 

more interested in others and less interested 

in serving only ourselves.  This 

transformation is possible because God 

renews our minds and changes our hearts.  

Because God enables us to see and think 

from His perspective, we begin to 

comprehend what His will is, and we live 

our lives for Him rather than our own 

pleasure.  God is pleased when we diminish 

our focus on ourselves and look for 

opportunities to help the people He places 

around us.  Whenever we help those in need 

in Christ’s name, we are in reality, doing our 

acts of service unto Jesus (Matthew 25:40). 

 

Testing Your Knowledge  

of Scripture 
 After Jesus changed his heart, who 

gave half of his wealth to the poor and four 

times the amount to those whom he had 

cheated? 

If you said Zacchaeus, you were 

right (Luke 19:1-10). As a result of his 

conversion, Zacchaeus’ perspective on his 

material possessions changed.  His money 

and possessions were no longer the center of 

his attention.  His new focus in life was to 

serve and please the Lord.  With Jesus’ love 

in his heart, he promptly gave half of what 

he owned to the poor, and to those whom he 

had cheated he gave four times the amount 

that he had illegally taken.  God’s love was 

evident through Zacchaeus’ giving. Jesus 

said to him.  “Today salvation has come to 

this house, because this man, too, is a son of 

Abraham.  For the Son of Man came to seek 

and to save what was lost” (verse 10). 

 

Our Vocation as Stewards 
 A steward is someone who oversees 

the affairs of someone else.  That person is a 

caretaker, an administrator, and a manager 



for an owner.  In the time of Jesus, the 

steward represented a trusted overseer of a 

household.  Jesus said in Luke 12:42, “Who 

then is the faithful and wise manager, whom 

the master puts in charge of his servants to 

give them their food allowance at the proper 

time?”   

 As God’s stewards, we realize that 

we have been gifted with much.  As 

recipients of God’s blessings, we are 

managers, not owners.  As Paul said in 1 

Corinthians 4:7, “What do you have that you 

did not receive?”  Everything we are, have, 

and will be are gifts from God.  We have 

been blessed so we can be a blessing to 

others.  Each of us receives varying amounts 

of talents and treasures, but all of us are 

called to be faithful in the stewardship of 

what we receive.  In the words of Jesus, 

“From everyone who has been given much, 

much will be demanded; and from the one 

who has been entrusted with much, much 

more will be asked” (Luke 12:48). 

 We are all stewards.  Some of us are 

faithful stewards who manage God’s 

blessings in God-pleasing ways, while 

others mismanage them.  Others have 

chosen to be self-centered stewards who 

serve only themselves.  Some of us may 

want to be good stewards but lack wisdom.  

To illustrate this point Paul Lindholm, in his  

 

 

 

 

book First Fruits, told the story about a man 

who, on a hot summer day, decided to 

stretch out with his pet monkey under the 

shade of a large tree.  When a fly disturbed 

him, he ordered his pet monkey which was 

beside him to keep the fly away.  The fly 

landed on the man’s nose, and the monkey 

killed it with a stone, badly bruising his 

master’s nose.  The monkey was faithful but 

not wise.  We can be stewards who at times 

will do foolish things, but, because of His 

faithfulness, God will forgive us and give us 

the wisdom we need to be fruitful and God-

pleasing stewards. 

 As God’s stewards, we understand 

that we are on a journey with Jesus Christ to 

serve God’s world wherever we are placed.  

As God sent Jesus, we are sent.  We have a 

high vocation that requires us to have hearts 

filled with God’s love and minds focused on 

God’s will.  As the Apostle Peter wrote in 1 

Peter 4:10, “Each one should use whatever 

gift he has received to serve others, 

faithfully administering God’s grace in its 

various forms.” 

 

Using Time Wisely 
Often we say, “I don’t have enough 

time to do anything.”  Time is one of God’s 

gifts to His stewards.  The reason we don’t 

seem to have enough time may be that we 

do not use what we receive in wise ways.  

Priorities should be established for time 

spent on work, family, recreation, and 

church.  When we seek the guidance of the 

Holy Spirit, we will be better prepared to 

make the proper choices with our time.



Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey! 


