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 The purpose of this newsletter is to 

share God’s Word so that our members will 

better understand who we are to be and 

what we are to do in the light of the 

Scriptures.  It is our hope that this monthly 

publication will help you grow in your 

relationship with the Lord and as a 

Christian steward. 

Seasons Change but God Never 

Changes 
 God blesses us all with four beautiful 

seasons of the year, but each fall how can 

we not give special thanks to God for apple 

cider, football, coloring of the leaves, and 

the mild days.  Fall is just a great time of the 

year.  In the fall, there seems to be a greater 

activity within the church.  The summer 

always seems to refresh and energize us for 

new ministries 

in the fall as the 

boards and 

committees in 

our church get 

active and busy 

again.  There is a 

new sense of 

enthusiasm to 

serve the Lord as faithful stewards of who 

we are and what we’ve been given. 

 Together we should thank God that 

we are a church for all seasons.  Whether 

fall, winter, spring, or summer, we share 

God’s “Good News” with the churched and 

unchurched.  We are a church that continues 

to find new and different ways to share the 

love of Jesus with others.  Visitors who visit 

us can feel God’s presence and love from 

our members. 

 

Rating your Stewardship Effort 
On a scale of 1 to 10, 10 being the 

absolute best, how would you rate what you 

are doing as a Christian steward?   As you 

think about this for a moment, you will 

begin to realize that, by your own efforts, 

you will never come close to being a “10”.  

On God’s grading scale, we all rate a zero 

without Him.  Fortunately, God knows that 

we are not perfect.  Since the fall of Adam, 

God has used ordinary sinful people to do 

the extraordinary.  

 In spite of our imperfections and 

frailties, God wants to use us as His hands 

and feet to feed the hungry, house the 

homeless, build His Church, and seek the 

lost with His Gospel.  God has made us His 

stewards, and He equips us for the task.  The 

Apostle Paul wrote, “And God is able to 

make all grace abound to you, so that in all 

things at all times, having all that you need, 

you will abound in every good work” (2 

Corinthians 9:8). 

 God doesn’t expect us to be perfect 

stewards, but He expects us to have attitudes 

that desire to praise and serve Him.  Jesus 

didn’t say, “Blessed are those who achieve 

their potential and never make a mistake,” 

nor did Jesus say, “Well done, good and 

successful servant.”  What Jesus did say 

was, “Blessed are the poor in spirit . . . 

those who mourn . . . the meek” (Matthew 

5:3-5).  He also said, “Well done, good and 

faithful servant” (Matthew 25:23).  In our 

humanity, it is easy for us to make a mess of 

things, but we please the Lord when we, 

through faith, willingly use our time, talents, 

and treasures to help others and His Church.   

 The good news for us is that, in 

Christ, our “0” becomes a “10.”  

 



“Never measure your generosity by what 

you give, but rather what you have left.” 

(Bishop J. S. Fulton) 

 

 

Prove and Improve 
I heard of a man who was offered a deal in 

which there was a chance to make a great 

deal of money.  He looked it over, and then 

at a luncheon he explained to the company 

representative that he could not take it.  

When pressed for his reason, he said, “I am 

a Christian.” My company tries to do 

business by Christian principles, and, in 

light of that, I can see no possible way to 

handle this.”  The other businessman looked 

at him in amazement and said, “Surely you 

don’t try to mix two good things like 

business and religion.”  Then from across 

the table he heard an expression which 

should be inscribed over every business.  

“My friend, I have discovered that it is only 

when we do mix business and religion that 

we can prove our religion and improve out 

business.” 

(J. Wallace Hamilton) 

 

 

“Money is a great treasure that only 

increases as you give it away”  

(Lord Francis Bacon) 

 

 

Opportunity Knocks 
 The apostle Paul, like us, had things 

he wanted to do and people he wanted to 

see.  He told the Corinthians that he wanted 

to come to visit them but that he would have 

to stay awhile in Ephesus, “because a great 

door for effective work [had] opened to 

[him] (1 Corinthians 16:9).  As a true 

disciple of Christ, Paul knew about self-

sacrifice.  He had suffered much for the sake 

of the Gospel, and even now, instead of 

pleasing himself, he was not going to let this 

opportunity for ministry pass by. 

 These few words offer much food for  

thought.  Perhaps you’ve worked long and 

hard and have been driving around, casting 

your eyes on new luxury homes.  The  

budget would be tight.  Sure wouldn’t leave  

room for extra gifts and offerings beyond 

the tithe.  What do you do?  Is this the time 

for you, like Paul, to put your own desires 

aside in order to be able to give donations to 

missionaries, to your church colleges, and to 

the ministry of your own church?  

Everywhere you look, can’t you see that “a 

great door for effective work has opened . . 

.”?   

 Perhaps you’ve prepared for a career 

in a lucrative field.  It’s been a long struggle, 

studying for tests, preparing for interviews, 

and working hard in the summers to pay for 

it.  Then you sense the call of God, calling 

you into fulltime Christian ministry.  Not 

exactly the lucrative career you had in mind.  

Certainly “there [will be] many who oppose 

[you].”  This is foolish, they say, you can 

serve God anywhere, but you know that “a 

great door for effective work has opened...”  

 

 For most of us, taking advantage of 

the opportunities God give us to serve and 

give don’t involve life-changing decisions.  

It simply requires that we be ready and 

willing to set aside our own wants and 

desires, probably temporarily, and walk 

through that great door of opportunity. 

 

 



 


